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12 years is too short of a 
term,” Allain continued.

Clayton Hebert, a 
candidate in the upcoming 
election for Parish 
President, asked the 
council to “give the voters 
a chance to let their voices 
be heard” as the lone public 
commenter.

The people of West 
Baton Rouge voted on 
term limits for the parish 
council, but were never 
allowed the opportunity to 
vote on term limits for the 
parish president, Spillman 
said.

“I totally disagree with 
that,” Berthelot replied. “I 
knew what I was voting for 
when I voted for the home 
rule charter.”

Twenty-four years ago, 
the Home Rule Charter 
Committee researched 
and drafted, in essence, 
a constitution for West 
Baton Rouge Parish. Voters 
approved the document, 
which imposed term limits 
for the Parish Council 
members and exempted the 
Parish president from term 
limits, among many other 
legal stipulations. Since 
then, the parish has elected 
two parish presidents, Ted 
Denstel and Berthelot.

“It’s not a perfect 
document, but it has 
worked well and has a 
history of working well in 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
over the last 24 years,” 
Berthelot said.

Surrounding parishes 
look to the West Side as a 
model parish, he added.

The proposed change to 

the home rule charter to 
implement term limits, if 
approved by voters, would 
not go into effect until 2024. 
The amendment would 
not impact Berthelot, who 
is currently serving his 
fourth term. However, the 
timing of the proposal felt 
like a “personal attack to 
discredit” his campaign 
for a fi fth term in offi ce, he 
said.

The timing was 
Berthelot’s biggest 
objection against bringing 
the change to the ballot.

Berthelot also cited 
concerns of job security 
for department heads and 
invaluable institutional 
knowledge gained through 
multiple terms as concerns.

“It takes a good two 
terms just to know where 
everything is,” Berthelot 
said.

Spillman said the move 
was not a personal attack 
and said he is frequently 
asked why Parish Council 
members are term-limited, 
but the parish president 
is not. Councilman Chris 
“Fish” Kershaw, who 
represents the largest 
district in the parish, said 
he had not received any 
phone calls on the issue.

“I say let the document 
work. It’s 24 years old. It’s 
really still in its infancy,” 
Kershaw said, “I don’t 
know why you want to 
change something that, 
to me, has been working 
pretty good. I think we 
have a solution looking for 
a problem.”

The $5 million environ-
mental impact study was 
funded in the state Cap-
ital Outlay budget Gov. 
John Bel Edwards recently 
signed. 

The EIS will mark one 
of the longest preliminary 
phases for the project, for 
which the site has not yet 
been determined. 

The Trump Administra-
tion wants more work done 
during the preliminary 
phase and less emphasis on 
the environmental study, 
but Dr. Eric Kalivoda, an 
assistant to DOTD Sec-
retary Dr. Shawn Wilson, 
urged against putting off 
the study. 

“Nobody likes the time 
frames, but it’s a process 
that needs to be followed,” 
he said. “Challenges have 
gone to the Supreme Court 
umpteen times and we al-
ways run into people who 
want to circumvent the 
process, but is the rhetoric 
unique enough when hun-
dreds of other challenges 

have failed before the Su-
preme Court?” 

The board will have a 
six-month window to se-
lect the EIS consultant. 

Plenty of work remains 
before dirt can move, but 
the committee has made 
signifi cant strides thus far, 
said state Sen. Rick Ward, 
R-Port Allen, whose leg-
islation last year formed 
the committee to study the 
construction of a new Mis-
sissippi River Bridge. 

“I think it moved great, 
they’re moving very effi -
cient and we’re going to 
have the opportunity to 
get something done that 
has yet to be done, which 
is to fi nish up the environ-
mental work, and you can’t 
do anything else in terms 
of turning dirt,” he said. 
“This is really the fi rst step 
toward building the bridge. 
anything else in terms of 
turning dirt. Hopefully, we 
can get a lot of this taken 
care of.”

Three months taught 
fi rst-term state Rep. Jeremy 
LaCombe a wealth about 
the legislature. 

The fi rst-term Democrat 
from New Roads liked 
much of what emerged 
during his fi rst session. He 
won the seat in a special 
election to fi ll a vacancy 
after predecessor Major 
Thibaut was elected the 
fi rst parish president for 
Pointe Coupee.

LaCombe said he could 
not have asked for a better 
start. 

The combination 
of increased pay for 
public school teachers 
and support personnel, 
a greater investment in 
education across the board 
and a commitment to 
infrastructure gave high 
hopes for the direction the 
state is headed, he said.

“We had so many good 
bills put forth this year, and 
I had to learn the culture,” 
LaCombe said. “This was 
about getting in there and 
working with everyone.”

Legislation 
to connect 
I n t e r s t a t e 
10 to La. 
1 from La. 
415 in Port 
Allen will 
significantly 
ease traffi c 
congest ion 
and open the 
gates to new 
e c o n o m i c 
development 
throughout the region, he 
said. 

“This will serve as an 
economic boom for the 
tri-parish area since so 
many people who compete 
through West Baton Rouge 
and Pointe Coupee to 
Iberville, and it will save 
time, give them emergency 
route around, bring much 
needed economic value to 
the area,” LaCombe said. 

The connection 
route proposal came to 
lawmakers as a shovel-
ready project, which made 
approval a much smoother 
process, he said. 

The regional aspect of 

the project also made it 
easier to gain approval.

“It’s what we said it was 
when we got it through the 
legislature … a regional 
economic project that will 
bring a lot of development 
to the Capital Area region, 
plus it’s shovel-ready” 
LaCombe said. “We never 
would’ve been able to get 
it through the legislature 
had it not been so close to 
fruition.”

Along with a pay hike 
for teachers and support 
personnel, the legislature 
fully funded TOPS, 
funneled an additional 
$50 million toward higher 
education and boosted 
funding by $20 million for 
early childhood education. 

The state also passed 
legislation that brings 
Advanced Placement 
courses to public schools 
throughout the state, a 
move which could save the 
state money when students 
already have courses under 
the belt when they start 
college. 

“I campaigned heavily 
for education, whether it’s 
early childhood, K-12 and 
higher ed funding, so I’m 

ecstatic the legislature in 
bipartisan for the fi rst time 
in a decade made a true 
commitment to education,” 
he said. 

The strides marked an 
ideal start for LaCombe, 
who called his fi rst year “a 
learning process.”

“I worked before in the 
legislature while in college, 
but it’s different going 
from a legislative assistant 
to legislator – a much 
different concept,” he said. 
“We had so many good 
bills put forth this year, and 
I had to learn the culture 
… this was about getting 

in there and working with 
everyone.’

The ability to work with 
lawmakers on both sides of 
the fl oor marked one of the 
greatest sources of pride for 
LaCombe.

“I campaigned 
thoroughly that party labels 
made no difference,” he 
said. “While I may be 

a Democrat serving in 
Republ ican-control led 
House, but this was a 
bipartisan process.”

Even after three months, 
he will go into the next 
session among the senior 
members of the legislature 
due to term limits.

“It’s kind of a scary 
thought when you look at 
one session, three months 
in, I will be more senior 
than 50 percent of the 
body,” LaCombe said. 
“That just puts us in a good 
position in District 18 to 
have someone continue 
into a leadership role in the 

House.”
LaCombe served on 

the Ways and Means 
Committee his fi rst 
session, a more challenging 
assignment, which helped 
him learn the taxing policy 
and tax issues regarding all 
matters within the state

“I look forward with 
whomever we have as 

Speaker of the 
House,” he said. 
“I’m not sure who 
will be our governor, 
but we know we will 
have a new Speaker 
of the House, and 
that will give us the 
opportunity to be one 
of the more moderate 

voices in the House.”
The working 

relationship among 
lawmakers from opposite 
sides of the fl oor is not as 
tense as some may believe, 
LaCombe said.

“Perception-wise from 
the outside in, the general 
public believes there’s 
bickering between parties, 
but behind the scenes, 
there’s a strong group of 
individuals – Democrat 
and Republican who are 
willing to work together 
for the best consensus of 
the state,” he said. “I had 
to vote with my conscience 
even if it was against my 
party. It’s about standing up 
for my district fi rst.”

LaCombe upbeat after fi rst 
legislative session
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State Rep. Jeremy LaCombe (left) stands with Rep. 

Edmond Jordan to discuss accomplishments for the 

West Side during the 2019 legislative session during 

the Thursday, June 13 Parish Council meeting. 
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I had to vote with my conscience 
even if it was against my party. 
It’s about standing up for my 

district fi rst.”
“

— State Rep. Jeremy LaCombe
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Parish President Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot speaks 

during the CARBD meeting held Monday, June 17.

Caneview opening 
delayed indefi nitely

Students and teachers said 
goodbye to the Chamberlin 
and Devall campuses last 
month, but will return in 
the fall due to construction 
delays at the Caneview 
K-8 campus, School Board 
Superintendent Wes Watts 
said. 

A rainy year has caused 
minimal fl ooding in the 
building and delays on 
the project, which was 
expected to be complete 
for the beginning of the 
2019-2020 school year. 
Contractors expected a 
425-day build but now 
must account for more than 
100 rain days. 

Flash fl ooding on June 6 
created issues in and around 
the building, Watts said. 
Wet equipment, damaged 
sheetrock and standing 
water on the property are 
mostly to blame for the 
delay. 

The School Board 
is planning to hold a 
community meeting in 
July when more details are 
available. There is no set 
opening date for Caneview 
K-8 at this point, Watts 
said.

The campus will combine 
the Chamberlin Elementary 
Chipmunks and Devall 
Middle Vikings into the 
Caneview K-8 Bluejays .

BREANNA SMITH

editor@thewestsidejournal.com
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The Caneview K-8 campus on Section Rd. photographed Tuesday, June 18. 
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Students, teachers and faculty wave goodbye to 

Chamberlin Elementary on the last day of school. 


